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i n s t i t u t e




• Large majorities of rural Americans across 
different types of communities have very positive 
views of their neighbors and communities.
• residents in chronically poor communities have 
lower levels of neighborly cooperativeness, 
community trust, and community participation 
than other rural Americans.
• There is little variation in levels of community 
participation across chronically poor communities.
• residents in amenity-rich rural communities 
experiencing population growth demonstrate 
high levels of community trust and participation. 
• residents in economic decline communities. 
demonstrate high levels of community trust 
and exceptionally high levels of community 
participation. 
• There is considerable local variation in 
residents’ civic participation across amenity/
decline communities.
• Across all types of rural communities, college-
educated residents are more likely than their 
non-college-educated neighbors to participate 
in local community organizations.
• residents in amenity/decline communities are 
far more likely than other rural Americans to 
express a negative view of the effectiveness of 
local government.
• in decline and amenity/decline communities, 
the perception of community problems does not 
increase the likelihood of residents’ participation 
in local community organizations.
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Figure 1. Rural Civic Attitudes by  
Community Type
Figure 2. Rural Civic Involvement by  


























































































Figure 3. Rural Civic Involvement Among 
Amenity/Decline Communities*
*Alaska and Vermont residents were not asked about their involvement in specific types 
of organizations.






























































































Figure 5. Percentage of Rural Americans Agreeing 
that Local Government Can Deal Effectively 
with Problems

































Figure 6. Local Government Effectiveness and 





































	 C a r s e y 	 i n s t i t u t e 	 5
e nDnot e s
1.	according	to	a	national	survey	conducted	by	the	Corpora-
tion	for	national	and	Community	service	and	the	national	
Conference	on	Citizenship	(Civic Life in America: Key Findings 













































and	the	national	Conference	on	Citizenship,	Civic Life in 
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